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IN pursuance of Resolution XXXI. of the X XXIII. Session of 


the S synod, the members of the Ministerium and Lay Delegates as- 


_ gembled in the Lutheran Church in the town of Palatine, for the 


exercises of public worship. The Rev. President held the Synodical _ 


_ stewards that a man be found faithful.” 


In the afternoon, the Rev. J.C. Schwartz, thee South Carol be 
“ preshed from Lake: xvi. 31—* If they hear not Moses and the “3 


Psalm cxxxii. 1.—*¢ Behold, how good and how — it is Pr 
_ ‘brethren to dwell together 1 in unity.” 


Public worship was also attended in the aflernoon, i in some of the 
neighbouring Churches, viz.Rev. H. N. Pohlman, treasurer, preach- 
ed at Stone Arabia, from Rom. i. 16, 17—** For I am not ashamed > 


of the gospel of Christ : for it is the power of God unto salvation, te 


every one that believeth ; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
_ For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: _ 

as it is written, The just shall live by faith,” Rev. J. ‘Senderling | 
_ preached at Miuden, from Luke xix. 14—“ We will not have this 
to reign over us.” Rev, Wm. D. Strobel preached at Canajo- 


harie, from Gal.y.13—‘‘For, brethren, ye have been called unto lib- 


erty; only use not pez! for an occasion to the pang but oe ee 4 


Serve one another.” 


MORNING SITTING. 


Monday, September 14, 
The Ministers and Lay Delegates having assembled at the ap- 


pointed hour, the Synod was opened by the singing of aHymn, and 
by prayer by the Rev. President. © ‘On reading the names of the — 


discourse in the morning, from 1 Cor. iv. 2 It is required in as 


"On the evening of the same day, the Secretary preached from . ' 


“a: 

« £3 

; 

4 


* 
3 
k 
¥ 
2 
4 
4 
* 
‘ * 
“aby 
| 
¢ 
: 
wd 
ay 
ay 
2 
a 
Al 
2 
a » oe 
4 


od 


‘ar 
4 
4 
te 
f 
&f 
§ 
j 
4 


a 
| 
: 
i 
‘ 
+45 
5 
4 
4 
sty 
May 
<2 
<2 
‘ 
%7 
uf 
+ 
» 
| 
644 
set 
xy 
: 
bs 
ified 
= 
ert 
‘ 
if 
2 ¢ 
gi 
. 
‘the 
5 
z 
‘ 
aig 
— 
4 
4 
vet 
7 
re 
i 
if 
4 
‘ 


. 


4 


Wesiibiide the following Clergymen, with their deputies, were found 
to be present, ig 


ORDAINED MIN ISTERS. 


Rey. E. L. Hazes, D. D. President of. the Ministerium, 
and Principal of Hartwick Seminary. 
_ H. N. Postman, Treasurer, Pastor of New Germantown, 
&c. New-Jersey. 
F. G, Maver, Pastor of Ebenezer Alben: 
ScuzFrer, Pastor of St. James’ New-York. 


2. 


~G. A. Lintner, Pastor of Schoharie, Cobleskill and Mid- 
dieburg. 
B. Secretary to the Ministerium. 
-Jacos Pastor of Brunswick & Scaghticoke. 

Perry G. Corz, Pastor of Summit and Davenport. _ 

Francis H, Guentuer, Pastor of Ernesttown and Fred- 
ericksburg, U.C. 

Jacos Bercer, Pastor of Ghent iid Milville. 

Parure Wierine, Pastor of Sharon and Durlach. 


Palatine. 
SED CANDIDATES, 


18, Rey. B. THuMMEL, Assistant Professor, Polytechny, Chit- 
tenango. 

Tuomas Lape, Johnstown, Montgomery county. 

“  Joun Etsentorp, Missionary. 


D. Osquack, town of Starke. 


LAY DELEGATES. 
TEPHEN SwACKHAMMER, Hartwick. 


14, « 
Wb. 
16. 


17. Mr. 
“ Cunrap Mayer, Albany, 
19. Dr, BensAmin Ocpen, St. James, N ew-York, 
Mr, Joseru Borst, Middleburg. 
Apam Fixes, Brunswick. 
Samuet Larz, Summit, 
Cates Baxe ty, Sharon. 


J. Palatine. 
Frepenicx M. More, Johnstown. 


COMMISSIONERS. 
26. Mr. H. F. Cox, 
27. ‘* Joun Unine, Sandlake. 
28. Samvex Near, Summit. - 


Joun D. Lawyer, Pastor of Stone Arabia, Minden and 
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CLERICAL MEMBERS ABSENT. 


1. Rev. F.H. Quirman,D. D. Senior of the Ministerio, excused. 
9. «© H. Mauer, 
A, Waxernacen, D. D. 
7. “ Lor ” 
Grissennainer, D. D. excused. 
18. “ A. Crownce, 
i4..% F.W. --  » 


CON GREGATIONS NOT REPRESENTED. 


Rhinebeck and Wittemberg ; Churchtown ; ; Germantown: 
Livingston ; : United German Lutheran Church, N ew-York; Saddle 
River and Ramapo ; NewGermantown, German Valley asd Spruce 


- Run; Guilderland and Berne ; Ernesttown and ee 
U. Cc: ; St. Matthews, New ak. 


After the S ynod was formed; and the members had taken thaig | 
seats, the Rev. President introduced the Rev. John C. Schwartz of | 
South Carolina, to the Synod. Whereupon said gentleman was in- 
vited to take a seat with this body as an advising member. 


The minutes of the last Synod were- then read. Mace 
_ The following errors were- corrected, viz.* 


Fifteen dollars and twelve cents were credited by to 
_ Arabia, in the list-of missionary collections, both in the written and 
printed minutes. Also, in the printed minutes, five dollars were cre- 


dited by mistake, to St. Matthew’s Church, for mera contri- 
bution. 


minutes, the of infants baptized in Livingston, instead 
four? ought to be eighty-nine. 


on VIIL. respecting the Rev. F. Scheeffer’s case, as given 
A in the printed minutes for last year, being considered liable to misconstruction, it was agreed — 
that in the next printed minutes, care should be takén to correct any wrong impression, by. 


‘Stating, that the perfect innoce-rce of the above named Rev. genthemes, was clearly evinced and 
rusty admiticd. 


~ 


year the printed | 
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from Secretary of the Western Conference. ~ é 


The President then rose and read _ his Report of Synodical and 


_ Ministerial business, transacted by him in the reeess—in the course 


of which, he gave an interesting view of the state of our Church, 


and’recommended various measures for the consideration of the Sy. 


nod. [See Appendiz AJ] 


The following letters and business were then as before the By. 3 


nod, * 


1. Application from Summit for a Minister, by a commissioner.” 
2. i from Rey. J. G. Uhl, apologizing for absence. _ 
from Rey. Dr. Mayer, do 


= 


5. Letter from Rev. H. Hayunga, apologizing for absence, ae 


from Rev. Dr. Wackerhagen, do, 

“7. Rev. F.C. Schefr. 
8. Verbal application from bya comuiasioner, for a 

Minister. 


9. Verbal apology for Lot Merkel, by Rey. J. for 


non attendance. 


10. Verbal apology by Rev. P. G. Cole for not attending last year. 


- The Rev. President expressed his regret that he had inadvertent- 
i mislaid a friendly letter from Rev. Mr. Bachman, President of 


the Synod of South Carolina, which he had intended to lay befor 
this body. [See Appendiz B.] 


The Various apologies for ponattdance, by letter and otherwise 


having been considered, 


I. Resolved, That the apologies of the several gentlemen be ac- 


_ Agreeably to the requisition of the constitution, the parochial re re- 


ports of the Clergymen were next handed in, from which — x 


statistical table has been constructed. 
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Parochial Reports, ond Missionary and | Synodical Contributions ee 
He 


BAPTISMS. Confirma- Communi | CONTRIB UTIO Ns SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
CONGREGATIONS. _| Infants. | Adults. | tions. cants. Deaths. | Mission. | Synod. “Schools. 1 No. of S chet, 
‘\6; Sad. 116 
164 


Germantown, | 


Livingston, | 

Hartwick, 
James, New-York, 

Schoharie, Cobleskill, ’ Middleburg, 

New Germantown, &o. N. = (45 
Brunswick, &c, 
Davenport & Summit, 

Fredericksburg, 
Eroesttown,” 

Richmond, 
Ghent-& Milville, | 

Sharon & Durlach, 

Palatine, 
Stone Arabia, 
Minden, 
Johnstown, 

 Osquack, Starke, 
Danville & Manheim, 
Williamsburg, &c.U.C. | 10 | 

‘Rev. F. Guenther 00 | 

AFPriend, 2 00 
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The Trensures presented his report, whereupon it was 
- Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to examine said report, 
 iescalie Rey. Messrs.Berger and Lintner, and Dr. B. does 
Synod till 2 o’clock in the afternoon. 


Monday, September 14. 


_ After prayer by Rev. G. A. Lintner, the minutes of the former sit- 
ting were read and adopted. 


‘The Committee on the Treasurer’s accounts brou ght i in their Te- 
Be. stating that the y found the accounts correct and agreeing with | 
__the vouchers, leaving a balance due the Treasurer from the Synodi- 
cal fund of four dollars eighty-three cents, and a balance in favour of 
_ the Missionary fund of fifty-five dollars and eight cents. 


Il. Resolved, That the report on the Treasurer’ s accounts be ace 
cepted, and the several bills allowed. 


IIL. Resélved, That the President’s report be taken into conside- 
ration bya committee of the whole 8 ynod. 


In regard to No. I. of said report in which the President states 
that during the recess, Rev. P. W. Domeier had handed in his re- 
signation of his seat in this body, at the same time expressing ‘the 

_ hope that the proceedings instituted against him would be stayed: — 
2 Resolved, That the consideration of M 2 Domeier’s resigns: 
tion, be postponed. 

V. .Resolved, That No. 3 and 10 of the Presidents et be re- 
ferred to the committee appointed agreeably to Resolution XI. of 
XXXII Synod, and that the said committee be continued. The 
members are Rey. Messrs. Miller & Scheeffer, 

Ogden and Cox.* 


* Note. Rev. President’s report states : “8. Unfounded accusations, such as those which have 
been brought against a highly respectable member of the Synod, must have made a deep im- 
pression upon every member of this body, and have clearly shewn, hew easy it is to impugn — 
the character, and to wound the feelings of any minister, if the constitution permits any indi- 

- vidual, who may be actuated by private animosity to prefer accusations of a similar nature. 
In other ecclesiastical bodies, particular care has been taken to avoid occurrences of this kind. 
I therefore recommend to the committee appointed by Res. XI. of XXXII. Session, to take — 
this subject into.consideration, and ah as means by wales future, similar unpleasant 
occurrences may be avoided.” 

Again, “10. The frequent mischiefs occasioned in Congregations by persons claiming min-__ 
__isterial authority to preach and to admiuister the ordinances of the Christian Church, without 
having any such autbority in rea lity, claigi the attention of the Synod in a particular manner, — 
and I recommend the following propésition to the consideration of this body; Ifany stranger 
_ Offers himself to any vacant Congregation in connexion with this Synod, to officiate as minis- _ 
ter, such stranger shal] be required to lay before the vestry or church council of said church, 
the credentials which relate to the authority of his ministerial character ; and if the stranger 
either has no such credentials, or if he bave any, but not signed by the President and Secreta- 
ry of this Synod, or by the President and Secretary of another Evangelical Lutheran Sy- | 
nod of the United States, that the vestry then shall not open the church to such strahgen 
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VI, Resolved, That so much of the President’s report as relates to 
vacant congregations, be referred to the committee on vacant con- 
gregations and missionary concerns. [See Appendix A.] 


VII. Resolved, That so much of the Revised Laws of this state, 


as relates to the incorporation of Congregations and the solemniza- 
tion of matrimony, be printed in an appendix to the minutes. 


VIII. Resolved, That No. 13, of the President’s report, relating 
to Resolution TX. of XXXII. Synod, be laid on the table. 


IX. Resolved, in regard to No, 14, of the President’s report, that _ 


be appointed to draft a form of Church 
_ discipline, to be laid before the next Synod. 


Rey. Messrs. Lintner, Scheeffer and Miller were sppinted said 
committee. 


That part of the repert which relates to a union 1 of this body with 
the General Synod, being under consideration, it was resolved to 
let this question lie over till the next sitting. — 


~ A motion then prevailed to adjourn till Tuesday morning, 9o’elock. 

_ Closed with prayer by Rev. J. C. Schwartz. 
_MORNING SITTING. 
Tresday, Septenber 15. 


Prayer Treasurer. 


An application was presented from the Congregation at Canajo- 


harie to o>tain a continuance of the s services of Mr. C. A. Smith, 
Student of Divinity, whereupon 


X. Resolved, That Mr. C. A. Smith be a to the con- 


gregation at Canajoharie and vicinity, to preach the gospel, under 
_ the superintendence of the President and Rev. J. D. Lawyer. 


‘The unfinished business of yesterday being called up, it was re- 


solved that the house do not go on with the Giscussion. of the _— 
respecting the General Synod. 


XI. Resolved, That the Rev. President write ta the licens of the 


~ General Synod, requesting them to forward to every member of this 
Synod a copy of their Constitution, the minutes: of their procec 


ministerial services in our churches; and if such Congregation shall nevertheless admit such 
_& stranger to perform divine worsbip in the church, or to administer the Christian ordi- 
_ Bances, the connexion of such Congregation with this Synod, shall be considered as sus- 
_ Pended, and said Congregation not entitled to aid’ from the Missionary funds, so long as 
they permit the intrusion of, such stranger; and the Secretary of the Synod shall hereby 
be directed to insert an “advertisement in a paper which has most circulation in the neigh- . 
bourhood of such Congregation, stating, that the stranger has no authority to officiate as min- 


ister, and that his official and ministerial acts, such as the prcerennne of the marriage cere- 
&e. are invalid. Q 
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and such ether official documents as they may be willing fo cominu- 
nicate for the information of this body. "Whereupon, 


XII. Resolved, That the question of uniting ourselves with the 
General Synod, be made the order of the day, on the first day of 


meeting of the ensuing Synod of this body. — 


XIII. Resolved, That the Rev. President be requested to flirnieh 


‘a copy of his sermon to be appended to the extracts from the min- 


utes, published by this body, 
On motion of Rev. F.C.Scheeffer, seconded by Rev. G.A iditee, 


‘Resolved, That every member of this Ministerium, having 


charge of a. congregation, or congregations, shall, at every annual 


meeting of the Synod, make a written and concise report to the same, _ 
showing what congregations belong to his parochial district, and — 
where, and near what post-office they are situated. _ 
_As far as practicable, he shall state how many adults and infants 
were baptized within the last year : 
show many persons were confirmed : 
how many were admitted to membership and communion from oth- 
er churches : 
how many members partook of the Lieds supper : 
how many communicant members belong to the church, or how 
-many members are entitled to communion : 
how many members have removed or withdrawn, and how many | 
members have departed this life: 
how many funerals have been attended in the congregation : Pos 
how many Sunday schools, teachers and pupils, adults and chil- 
dren, are attached to each congregation, and whether the pupils 
of the Sunday schools are educated as Lutherans, and attend 
worship in the Evangelical Lutheran Church : 
what institutions exist in the congregations, for the promotion of © 
christian knowledge and piety : 
what monies were collected for the. ynodical ‘ond Missionary 
funds, &c. 
tat is the number of catechumens, candidates for confirmation, 
applicants for membership, &c. | 


_ And it is required of every-member of the to 
such other matters in his report, as may aid in obtaining a full and 


correct view of the state of the Church. Provided always, That 
such annual report shall be read before the Synod, considered, if ne- 
cessary be revised, and be adopted for insertion in the written and 4 
printed minutes, together with a tabular view of the statistical items 
drawn from the several reports. 
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“The chairman of the missionary committee made a verbal report 
of their operations during the past year, which was accepted, and 
the committee continued for the ensuing year, viz. Rev. Messrs.-G. 
_A. Lintner, Pohlman and Crownce, and Messrs. Hoxie and Cox. 


On motion of Rev. F.C. Schzffer, seconded by Rev. J. Berger, 


XV. Resolved, That a committee of nine members of the Synod, 

six clerical and three lay members, be appointed, to be called the 
committee on publications, whose duty it shall be to report to this Sy-. 
‘nod from time to time, what books, tracts, or other works, ought in 


- their opinion to be published for the use of our Churches, and on what am 4 
plan the publication-should be undertaken. 


XVI. Resolved, That the committee on pul blications be empower 


ed to publish without delay, a faithful translation of Luther's smaller 
catechism. 


XVII. Resolved, That the committee on be 
carefully to examine tracts and juvenile books, published by other 


- denominations, and to form a list of such as Soe can recommend 
to the members of our Church. 


Whereupon the following gentlemen were : appointed on said com- 
mittee, viz. Rev. Messrs. F. C. Scheffer, Dr. Wackerhagen, G. A. 


Lintner, G. B. Miller, J. Berger and Dr. Mayer, and Messrs. iil 
Ogden, J. Hoxie and D. Simmons. —_- 


XVIII. Resolved, That in case any naiiiiie of del committee 
shall refuse to serve, the President shall be authorised to fill such 

vacancy, by appointing a clergyman in the place of a alergrean, 
and a layman in the place of a layman. — 


ge committee on Hartwick Seminary then presented their re- 
. [See Appendix C.] Whereupon, 


| vse Resolved, That a report be accepted, and the committee 
contingel. | 
The Rev. Messrs. Scheffer and Lawyer, having sea their 
places in said committee, the President appointed Rev. Messrs. 
: Senderling and Berger to supply the vacancies. 
On motion of Rev. H. N. Pohlman, — 
XX. Resolved, That the 25th day of June, 1830, or the follow- 


“Ing Lord’s-day, be celebrated ina religious mannerbyallthecongre- 


: gations under the care of this Synod, as being the centurial return of © 
the presentation of the eonfession of Augsburg, to Charles V. En- | 


_ peror of Germany, and justly considered the era of the establish- _— 


- ment of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
oodt J. sina in the name of his congregation, g gave t the Synod 
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a renewed invitation to convene, next year, at t Ghent, Columbia - 
county : 


Which invitation was s accepted. 


-Rev?J.C. Schwartz rose to express the he had experi- 
— enced in being present at the deliberations of this- Synod, and to 
assure the brethren of the high esteem and affection with which they 
are regarded by the members of the South Carolina Synod, who, 
P. he was happy to say, were also earnestly engaged in the holy cause — 
a OE religion, and the building up of the Lutheran Zion. 


s | Whereupon the President stated in reply, that he could assure. 

Rev. Gentleman. from SCout Carolina, in the name of this 

nod, that we cordially reciprocate the feelings of Christian affection 
and friendship so warmly expressed by him, in the name of his breth- 

ren, and that for himself, personally, we feel happy to see him in‘our— 

/ | —__ midst, and implore the blessing of God “upon the pious labours in 

is engaged. 

Resolved, That when the Synod adjourn, it shall be to the 

' is: Friday preceding the second Sunday in September next, at 100’ 

_ clock, A. M. at the place above named, 


Resolved, That the thanks of the yned be by 
_ the pastor of the place, to the sngngreee who have so oor and 
hospitably entertained us. __ 


It was then resolved to meet for a short time after the ceremony of 


ordination, to attend to the reading of the minutes. Closed the sit- 
with prayer by Rev. Mr. Schwartz, 
AFTERNOON SITTING. 
5 o ‘clock. 
The President stated that Frederick Salzman, Esq. had presented 
ag him an account against the Ministerium, for services rendered as 
amagistrate, at the investigation of Mr. Domeier’s:case. 
a Resolved, That Mr. Salzman’s account be referred for settlement 
> __ to the officers of the Ministerium. 


After discussion upon various topics, the minutes of the 
| | _. Synod were called up, read and accepted. Whereupon the Mem- 
_ bers joined in singing the Christian Farewell” —after which, 
Synod wi was closed with prayer by the Rev. President. 
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13 
MINISTERIAL SITTING. 


Monday, 5 o'clock P. 
Opened with prayer by Rev, F. C, Scheeffer. — 


After some discussion, it was resolved that the three young gen- 
tlemen, candidates for licence, viz. Messrs. H. I. Smith, Wm. D. 
Strobel and Charles A. Smith, be examined. : 


Committee —Rev. Messrs. Schueffer and Schwartz. 


- Resolved, That Rev. Thomas Lape be ordained. Also, That Rev. 
_C. B, Thuemmel and Rev. J. Eisenlord be ordained, provided they 


willing to come under the 20th section of ‘sixth Chapter of the 


€onstitution of this Ministerium, which provides “ that a candidate 


may, if willing to act asa be ordained without relation 
to particular churches,” 


‘This resolution having heen made to the gentle- 
men concerned, they declared their willingness to be ordained under 
provisious of the 20th section. 


A motion prevailed to adjourn till Tuesday 80 ‘clock A. M. 
Closed with Rev. J. Senderling. 


I. MINISTERIAL, SITTING. 


Tuesday Morning. 
with prayer by Rev. F. H. ‘Guenther. 


The examining committee made a report as follows, viz : 


«‘ The Committee appointed to examine the candidates for licence, 
respectfully report : That they have experienced great satisfaction — 
in attending to the duty assigned them, having found the young gen- 

_ tlemen who presented themselves well grounded in the various stud- 
ies in which they were examined ; and accordingly they recommend .- 
that licence be granted forthwith to Messrs. Wm.'D. Strobel and 

- Henry I. Smith, and that Mr. Charles A. Smith be licensed, as soon 
ashe attains the age prescribed i in the Constitution.” 


‘Whereupon, Resolved, that the report ofthe examining committee — 
_be accepted, and letters of licence be granted | tothe two first named _ 


gentlemen, and that the President give licence to Mr. 
Smith as soon as he attains the required age. bi 


A request having been laid before this Ministerium by the congre- 
gations of Sumniit and Davenport, hitherto under the pastoral charge 
- ofRey. P. G. Cole, to recommend unto them a Minister to succeed — 

Mr. Cole, who is monly going to leave them—_ 
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14 
Resoived, That this Ministerium recommend to those congrega- 
tions the Rey. John Eisenlord, as soon as aml engagements with 
Mr. Cole shall be closed. 


Prayer by Rev. F. Mayer. 


a 


pursuance of a passed i in Sitting of the Ministeri- 
um on Monday afternoon, the service for the solemn and publick Or- 
dination of the candidates tothe ministry of the gospel, was commen- © 


_ced on Tuesday afternoon, at 2 o’clock, with singing a = and — 
prayer by the Treasurer. 


The Ordination Sermon was , preached by Rev.G. A. 


2 Tim. iv. 2. 1st clause, ‘* Preach the word.” © After the singing of 
~asecond hymn, the Rev. President addressed the candidates, Messrs. 
Lape, Thuemmel and Eisenlord, in an impressive manner, upon the 
duties of the sacred office of the ministry ; and having received their 


solemn promises upon the Bible, that they would strive to be faithful — 


: to their office, and would conform to the Constitution of this Minis- 


terium, so long as they shall continue members of this body, they . 
were duly set apart and ordained as Ministers of the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by the imposition of hands, and by prayer. 


After this solemn act had been performed, the candidates for li- 
cence, Messrs. Strobel and H. I, Smith presented themselves before 
the altar, and after a serious charge from the President, and having 


given the solemn promise upon the Bible, of being faithful in the dis- _ 
_ charge of their duty and of conforming to the Constitution, letters of 
licence were publickly handed to them. — : 


‘The singing of a hymna, prayer and benediction, conclided the 


lemnities of the occasion. 
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ort made by Rev. Preside 


____ Eatracts from the Re 


Dear BreTHREN! 
Having again convened for the purpose of consulting together on 


the best interests of that portion of the Redeemer’s kingdom which 


he has entrusted to our care, I feel persuaded that it is the sincéfe 


desire of us all, with united hearts, and free from every selfish con- — 


_ sideration, to perform the work to which we are appointed. 

We have again abundant cause of thankfulness to God, who has 
' blessed our endeavors to serve him, and has prospered the work of 
our hands and hearts. In the course of ‘the present year, I have re- 
ceived pleasing accounts from several of our brethren, of an increas- 
ed attention to the word of God in their respective congregations, 
and of a gradual increase of -the numbers of professors of religion. 
In some congregations, I have had the satisfaction of being an eye 


- witness to these facts; and the institution of Sunday schools in 


- most of our churches, as well as the interest which anumber of them 
_ have manifested in the Home Missionary Society of the Evangelical 
_ Lutheran Church, by the establishment of auxiliary societies, and by 


giving libera! contributions for its support, must prove to the friends 


of our Lutheran Zion an increase of zeal and attachment to that re- 
 ligion which the Redeemer has sealed with his own blood. But at 
the same time we ought not to hide it from ourselves, that we have 
only commenced to awaken from that lethargic sleep, which has 
kept us for a long time in inactivity ; we ought to remember, that 
much remaineth still to be done, before our activity in the promotion 
of the cause of reli 
protestant ¢ 2nominations, and in other spheres of action. [need 
not tell you, how by means of their Home Missionary Societies, 
_ Tract Societies, Education Societies and Sunday School Unions, 


they go on from increase to increase ; and that by the exertions of — 


hundreds, yea thousands of gifted and pious young ministers, which 


---geed-morals-and religion are promoted in their respective churches ~~ 


and congregations. ButI would exhort you to-do solikewise. The 
* field, in which we labour, is fot less capable of cultivation, than those 
_ allotted to other denominations. We know with what zeal and per- 


severance our German couatrymen and their descendants apply — 


_ themselves tothe cultivation of the soil, and that, in consequence of 
this judicious industry their labours have been crowned with: com- 
plete success. It is only within the last 20 or 30 years, that the at- 


gion among us equals that of our brethren in oth- 


have been brought into the field of action by these very Societies, 
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tention of our countrymen has been directed to the study of the scien. 
es, and already the success which has crowned these efforts; the hon- 
ourable stations which many of them occupy as lawyers, legislators, 
physicians or ministers of the gospel, satisfactorily prove, that their 
talents andimdustry may shine equally conspicuous in the learned 
rofessions, a8 they have, when applied to the art of husbandry, | 
ave directed your attention to this subject, with the view to show, 
that if by our zeal and ‘example, the members of our church shall 
have become thoroughly convinced of the utility of such measures 
and institutions as I have mentioned, they will be both able and wil- 
ling to make the requisite exertions, and we shall have the satisfac- 


tion of seeing the cause of religion and morality flourish in every part - 


4 


- 
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- Inthe month of October last, the Rev. Mr. Wieting accepted a eall 
to the congregation of St. John’s and St. Peter’s churches in Sharon; 
iuf’November, the Rev. Mr. Senderling advised me officially ofhaving 
accepted a call from the congregations of Brunswick, Scaghticoke, 
and Sandlake, Rensselaer county, and under date of December 8th, 
 L received the official information from the Rev. Mr. Eyer, that he had 
accepted a call from the congregations of Rhinebeck which had _ be- 

- come vacant by the resignation of Rev. Dr. Quitman. «= 

Soon after having the official information from the Rev. Messrs. - 
_ Wieting and Senderling of their acceptance of new calls, I informed 
those congregrtions, whom these gentlemen had served, that they 
should not be left destitute, but that ministers would be sent to them, 
_ and hopes are entertained, thatthese congregations will soon be sup- — 
_ plied. Byletters from the Rev. Mr. Wieting I have received the in- - 
- formation that he has paid a missionary visit to New Stockbridge in 
Madison County, to which place a number of members of the Sharon © 
‘congregation had removed, who have earnestly desired such a visit. — 
They wish,to be supplied with the services of a minister, and reason- — 
able expectations are entertained, that in connexion with a settle- — 
- ment in Manliug, the wishes of these people may be realized. — 

_, During the course of the present year I have received occasional 
@ommunications from our Brethren in Canada, the Rev. Messrs. 
| % Guenther and Hayunga. The patient perseverance of these gentle- 
_,) men in overcoming the many difficulties which they have to encoun- 
ter in the discharge of their official duties, is truly praiseworthy. - 
Under the blessing of Divine Providence, not only the preservation 

_ oftheir congregations, but also their increase in number, is owing to 
_ their disinterested and indefatigable labors. Ihave learnt with much 
satisfaction from their letters, that the attention to religion increases 
in their respective congregations, and that the word of the Cross is 
is with them also the power of God to the salvation of every one that- 


believeth. In the congregations at Williamsburgh, under the care 


ofthe Rev, Mr. Hayunga,a new church has been built, after the 
3 members found that their exertions for the recovery of their glebe lot 
and old church, the patrimony of their fathers, had proved unavailing, 

and in the liberal contributions to their new house of God both pastor 
and people have evinced their zeal for the church with which they 
are connected. The Rev. Mr. Guenther has, during the present 
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congregation at Milville under the 


al - duties; in-a 


Mr. Berger. | 


ples. 


_ Confusion in some of the co 


2. 


_ me to invite the Rev. Mr. Lehman to become their pastor. — 
prevented that gentleman from accepting said imvitation ; and as 
soon as this had been ascertained, the Rev. Mr. Eikenlord was ad-_ 
 yised to visit that congregation, Mr. Eisenlord went early in Feb- 
_Tuary, to Danville ; on his arrival, however, he found the place pre- | 
occupied by a Mr. J uergens, who formerly created much troubleand = jm 
gations in Herkimer and Montgom- 
ery counties, and afterwards attempted to intrude himself into Mr. if 
_ Wieting’s congregations in Lewis and Jefferson counties, so thet for 
_ the present, nothing can be effectedat Danville. _ 

Although the Home Missionary Society of our church, in ‘this 
state, has not yet been enabled to engage in extensive missionary 
operations, yet I have the pleasure to report, that several congrega- 

tions have been assisted from its fuuds during the present year, ats 


year again been in visiting distant ; he writes 
it were possible, to send a Missionary into that part of Canada where 
heresides, to be maintained for one year from Missionary funds, seve- 
ral settlements offer the prospect- of becoming “Lutheran congrega- 
tions, able and willing to support a minister of our church, inas- 
-imuch as the inhabitants evince a great regard for ourd vangelical 


I have the information, that the chiich for he 
pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. 
Berger has been dedicated agreeable to the notice he gave us, during 
the last session of the Synod With pleasure would I haveaccepted 

: 2 invitation of Rev. Mr. Berger, to attend said dedication, but — 
~—qainisteri ‘congregation, whichcould notbede- 
ferred, prevented me from complying with the wishes expressed by a 


~. On the 28th Febrntrs, I was called to attend the funeral of the late 
Rev. Mr. John Peter Geortner, who had ° departed this life at his 
father’s house in the town of Canajoharie, Montgomery County, after 
a lingering illness.. During his sickness | visited him several times, 
and found him resigned to the will of his heavenly 
‘ministerial services in the congregation at Johnstown will not soon 
be forgotten. We lament the loss, which the church has experien-. 
ced inthe early departure of a minister, whose piety, talents, zeal, and 
attachment to our Zion promised to be highly beneficial to the cause 
of Christ ; we share with his parents and relatives the grief they 
have felt i in the loss of a child and brother, but at the same time we 
are resigned to tbe will ofour heavenly Father, who has relieved him 
from the pains and troubles of lingering illness, by calling him from 
a world of a to the happiness and glory of his faithful disci- 


Father. His | 


Soon after the session of last Synod, I undertook a Missionary jour 
ney to Danville, Livingston County, at the invitation of some jour. 
lies residing in that quarter. On my arrival there, I found the pros- 

pects favourable for building up a church in that place; the 
had erected a place for public worship in the village, andthey de- 
clared themselves very desirous of obtaining the services of a min- 

_ ister of our church. ‘Some time after my return home, I received a let- 
ter from the vestry of Danville congregation, in which uy desired 
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‘dlso, that measures are in train to appoint a missionary agent. ia 


___places may be effected. 


~ 
‘ 
~ 


deem it my duty to mention here, for the information of all our con- 
gregations, that one of the principal objects of said Society is to as- 


sist small and vacant churches, that, with proper exertions on their 


parts they way may be enabled to give calls to pastors, by whose faithful — 
rs they may be strengthened with the blessing of the head of © 
his church, so as by degrees to support the Gospel by their own 


‘means. ‘The receipts: in the treasury, since the establishment of the 
- Society, to the present time, have amounted to 


$600°93, of which 
have been subscribed for an education fund, to assist pious” 


and talented young men, destitute of means, who may wish to pur- 


_ sue theological stidies in our Seminary, with a view to enter into the 


service of our church: education fund is particularly recom- | 


- mended to the christian liberality of individuals of our church, be~ 


cause the possibility of supplying our congregations with pious and. 
talented ministers will, in a great measure, depend on the facilities 


_we can afford to-young persons that may be destitute of means, but 


in other respects qualified to become students of Divinity in our Se~ 
minary. It is to be hoped that all our churches will be induced — 
soon to,unite with those congregations that have come forward in 


the cause of missions among us. But, as circumstances may exist, 


in various churches, which prevent their uniting their efforts with | 


the Home Missionary Society, and these same churches might, not-— 


withstanding, be willing to contribute something to our missionary 
funds, I recommend to the Synod, that the Synodical missionary 


- committee be continued. Agreeable to a resolution of the Board of 


Directors of our Home Missionary Society, the Rev. Mr Lintner, 

as corresponding secretary, has addressed Circulars to all the ves- 
tries anid ministers of our churches in connexion with this Synod, 

inviting them to unite their exertions in the missionary cause with 
those of the ministers and congregations that have formed auxiliary so-— 
cieties, With united strength in this sacred cause, we shall be ena- 
bled to supply all our vacant churches and congregations with the — 
word of God;. and I would therefore recommend to the Synod to | 
take this subject into serious deliberation, how this desirable ebject . 


of complete union in the muaeonery cause may most easily be ef- 


fected. 
The vacant congregation at Osquack has been attended to as far — 


as possible ; they have received the services.of Mr. William Stro- 


bel, to whom I have given for ihat purpose, a temporary licence; 
ae and I have likewise visited said congregation occasionally. There 


onpenrs to exist in that congregation, a stronger desire than hereto- 


fore, to enjoy again the stated labours of a minister of our church ;_ 


and circumstances have taken place in Anderstown and Columbia, 
which make it probable, that the settlement oe a } minister. in those 4 


Under date of the 20th of Aug: | an” letter 
foun our Rev. Brother Starman at Waldeborou oh State of Maine,in 


which he expresses the hope, that he probably: attend this 


_ Meeting of our Synod ; at the same time desiring me to render his 


excuse, in case that circumstances should prevent him from meeting 


_withus. The great distance and the expensiveness of the journey» 
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qould in case of his nonattendance, powerfully plead the éxcuse of 
eur brother with your body. He also gives us the assurance of an 
increased attention to the word of God in his congregation. As his 
church consists of Lutheran and German Reformed, hitherto each — 
part had communed separately ; but on the 17th of June last, at a 
meeting of the church-members of both parts of the congregation, — 
it has been unanimously resolved, that the Lutheran and German 
Reformed would hereafter commune together, according to a form, 
which likewise was agreed upon by the congregation, after. the ele- 
ments had been consecrated by the Pastor in the usual mode prac- a 
 tised in our church. Brother Starman recommends himself and his — 
_ The desire of promoting a friendly and brotherly intercourse be- 
tween all our Synods, an intercourse so congenial to christian feel- 
ings, which we have attempted to keep up by occasionally sending 
deputies to Synods of other States, has induced me to endeavour to 
_ bring us te the remembrance of our brethren, by commencing with 
them a correspondence. It was my intention to write, as the organ 
of this Synod, to all the Synods of our church in these United States ; 
but I have been able to execute this my intention in two instances 
only, viz: the Synod of Maryland, and Virginia, and that of 8. Car- 
olina, Misapprehension on my part as to the precise time of the 
‘meetings of the other Synods, and in part forgetfulness, have preven- 
ted me frem writing to all our brethren. From the Synod of Mary- 
land I have not as yet received an answer, while I am writing this 
report, but the very affectionate reply of our beloved brother, the 
Rev. Mr. Bachman, President of the Synod.of Sout Carolina has 
| — received, which I herewith beg leave to communicate te this — 


e 


MR. BACHMAN’S LETTER. 


oe _ As the time is approaching when the’ Synod of our church 
in the state ef New-York -will hold its: next annual meeting, it af- 
_ fords me great pleasure to.address you this communication, in com | 
pliance with-a resolution-of the Lutheran Synod of South-Carolina 
- and adjacent states, attheir last meeting held at Charleston. __ 
___ We are desirous of reciprocating, by every means in our power, | 
the friendly sentiments entertained and expressed by yourself, as the 
_ Organ of your Synod. in addition to my attachment to that body 
i consequence of early associations, and my esteem for the individ- 
_ wals that compose it, I regard, in common with my brethren of this 
Synod, with feelings of admiration and gratitude, the strenuous ex- 
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 @rtions made by many of your ministers and congregations in hens. 

ing Education and Missionary Societies, and in promoting the cause 

of our venerable Church and of true religion. 

-'The'various causes that have hitherto operated unfavourably to 
the more rapid spread of the doctrines of our Church in the United 
States, such as their having been principally promulgated in a for- 
eign language, and the very great deficiency in the number of our 
ministers, have, in some measure been removed: still much re. 
mains to be done which can only be accomplished by well-directed 
zeal, and by united and judicious efforts in the common cause. We _ 
rejoice, therefore, to hear of the prosperity of our Northern Synods, 


and particularly of those. theologieal Institutions under their care, 
__ that are designed to prepare pious Ministers for our Church, — eee 


I have nothing to communicate with regard to this Synod, that 
can be interesting to your members, farther than is contained in the 
printed reports which I trust you have received. Though a small, 
‘we are a united and increasing body. The field of usefulness before 
us is extensive, and the more it is explored, the more need do we. dis- 

cover of active useful labourers. 
_ It is probable that the Rev. Mr. Schwartz, whoi is now travelling 
_ through your northern country, for the benefit of his health, may be 
able to be present at your deliberations, and I recommend him to your 
Synod asa gentleman of unexceptionable character, and of good 
standing with us. 

With my earnest prayers that your present meeting may be pro- 
ductive of much good, and that the cause of true religion may every 
where 1 increase, 

Tremain with and consideration, 
Your fellow labourer in the Gos 


President of the Luth. Synod of South-Carolins 
| and adjoining States. 


REPORT ON THE HARTWIOK SEMINARY. 


~The Committee appointed by this Synod. on the Hartwick Semi- : 
| ly report: 


That it has again devolved upon two of the eniiaie of the ‘Com- 
mittee to discharge the duties assigned to them in relation to this in- 
-stitution—the Chairman having been prevented from attending. As | 
the external and pecuniary affairs.of the Seminary remain without — 
any material alteration, the same as contained in our last report, we 
shall confine our remarks more particularly to thaf department, in 
which we believe this Synod feels most interested. 'The annual ex- | 
amination of the Theological Students was held.on the 24th day of 
_ August last, at which time seven were examined in the different 
of and the studies with the 
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game 3 from which it will appear that the number of divinity students 
during the last year has increased. . ‘The examination was conduct- _~ 
ed in the presence of some of the Trustees of the Seminary and a 
number of the members of this body,. and although circumstances | 
_ rendered it impossible for any of your committee to attend this spe- 
cial duty, yet from the information which we have received from dif- _ 
ferent persons who have attended, we are highly gratified in being 
enabled to communicate, that the examination was sustained with 
great satisfaction. ‘Two of the students haye completed their studies, 
to whom the Board of Trustees have granted their official certificate 
to that effect, and who have been proposed for examination to the q 
_ Ministerium, in order to be licenced as candidates for the ministry. _. 
‘We may now expect, from the number that are pursuing theological — 
studies,and others who have applied for entrance, that some persons 
will annually be licensed to supply the vacancies, and be employed — 
_ labour in the destitute portions of our Church, 
On the evening of the same day, we attended the first Theological 
commencement held in this institution. A respectable and en- 
lightened audience were assembled on the occasion, and addresses 
were delivered by three of the students, to wit: Mr. Charles Smith, 
_ from the city of New-York, a Eulogy on the death of our late la- 
mented Brother John Peter Geortner—Rev, William D. Strobel, | q 
from Charleston, South Carolina, A Refutation of Universalism— = 
Mr. Thomas Kilmer, from Cobleskill, Schoharie County,On 
the Reformatiom. It affords us great pleasure to state, that the 
speakers have acquitted themselves with great credit and gained | 
the undivided attention of the audience. 
On the following day, the Board of ‘Trustees convened in the A- 
cademy, Which meeting we attended by the special invitation of the 
‘Board. It is one of the principal duties of the Committee, ‘ to de- 
vise a general system by which the theological department may be 
extended, and thereby the interests of our Church essentially pro-— 
moted.” Jor this purpose the Board of'T'rustees, on the suggestion 
of the Rev. Principal, have adopted important measures for the fu- © 
ture regulation of this department. We arenot able to furnish a 
- copy of these regulations, but merely state, in addition to what has 
n communicated by the Rev. President, that a regular course of 
three years’ study is established, specifying the studies to be pursued | 
‘In each year, and the qualifications and attainments of young men 
before they can be received into this department. The students are 
divided into the Junior, Senior and Licentiate classes. Particular’ 
attention is paid to the piety and proficiency of the students of each 
class, so that if any of them, should not strictly apply themselves to __ 
their studies, they may be retained for another year, before they are __ 
| —Permitted to enter into the next or higher-class. The ‘Theological — 
_ Library, is a collection of some of the most valuable books, yet it 
_ does not contain all the works which are requisite for the institution. 
and instruction of the students, and the Rev. Principal recommends 
to the Board to purchase several new works, which have lately been . i 
published, for which the Board however have not yet made anypro- 
_ Vision, but it is hoped that these additions will soon be supplied, | | 
The catalogue of the books of the library has been published. 
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"The examination of the students of the Academical departmen — 
also took place on this day, and the exhibition of the Philophronean | 
‘Society, in the evening. The exercises and performances of both, 
were highly satisfactory and interesting. In conclusion the institu. 
‘tion is in a prosperous condition, and only requires the fervent pray. — 
rs and exertions of its friends in its behalf, to render it more so, 
HENRY F. COX, | 
Dated September 15, 1829. 


all 


Preached at Palatine, September 13, 1829. 


Cor. iv. 2. Me 
It is required in stewards that a man be found f. aithful. 


_ As the creatures of God, we all are stewards of the Most High. 

_ Ye has entrusted us with various talents in our several stations, and - 
tis his will, that we should be faithful in that situation, in which we 
‘have been placed by his providence. Is any of you called to judge 

‘between brother and brother, let him judge righteously between every 
man and his brother, and the stranger, that is with you ; let him de- | 
fend the poor and the fatherless, and do justice to the afflicted and 
needy. Is any of you placed over a household as head and father of 
a family, let that praise be applicable to him, which was given to A- 
braham: ‘‘I know,.that he will command his children and his house- 
hold after him, that they may keep the way.of the Lord, to do justice 
and judgment, that the Lord may bring upon Abraham, that, which 
he has spoken of him.”” Are you mothers of families, early instruct 
_your children in the fear of the Lord, and direct their tender hearts 
in the way, that they should go. Have you parents, fulfil towards 
them the duties of children ; honour thy father and thy mother, that 
thy days may be long in the land, which the Lord thy God giveth | 
thee. In short, be your station in the world, whatever it may, prove 
by your faithfulness in the discharge of the duties of that peculiar 
situation, that you truly desire to love the Lord your God, with — 
all your heart, and your neighbour as yourselves, and then you will — 
be the children of God, and true disciples of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
But our text is in a peculiar manner addressed to ministers of the 
gospel, as the whole connexion, in which these words~ are. placed, 
evidently proves, ‘l’o you then Brethren of the ministry, I say this 
Alay in the language of the apostle ; ‘‘ itis required in stewards, that a 
be found faithful.” In discoursing on this important subject, J 
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to men, nor to alter the: commission which he has received, nor to 


23 


- shall endeavour to answer this inquiry : When can it be said of a 
christian minister, that he is faithful ? 
A christian minister is an ambassador of Christ, to make known’ 
the doctrines of the Saviour unto his fellow men. As an envoy from 
_ one power or government sent to another nation, has not the privi- 
_ lege to bring his own message to the peopie, to which he is sent, and 
is not permitted to alter any part of his commission, but is bound to. 
deliver the documents, which he has received, unadulterated and 
unchanged, and to accompany their delivery with suitable remarks, 
-. and enforce the acceptance of these documents from the first to the 
last, by the most persuasive arguments—so the christian minister, as 
the fo Mepis: 2 Christ, is not permitted to bring his own. 


_ deliver and enforce one part of his documents, and keep another as_ 
much as possible in the background, but is bound, by his commis-— 

= si0n, to declare the whole counsel of God to his Seliow creatures, or | 
_ in other words, the whole truth, as it is in Jesus. Or we may com- 
pare the christian minister with: an agent and commissioner of an in- 
dividual, As that agent is bound in every respect to comply with — 
the expressed will of his constituent, so the christian minister is un- | 
deniably bound, to-attend to the structions which he has received, 
and to speak and to act in compliance with their spirit. It will like- 
wise be apparent to all, that im consequence of the great importance 
_ of the message which the christian minister has to deliver, a greater 
accuracy and precision will be necessary, that his message may not 
be misunderstood, or received with coldness and indifference ; but 
that every part thereof may be plainly understood and enforced, with 
all the earnestness becoming the vast importance of the subject. 
If the inquiry arises, which are those documents that have been en- 
trusted to the ambassador of Christ, to be laid before mankind for 
their ac ce? the answer in brief terms is, they are the writings 
of the old ond new Testament : and if the question is asked, wheth- 
er this ambassador can find in these sacred writings any particular 
instructions directed to himself, that he may be enabled to perform 
his duty without fear of departing from the will of his master ? he is — 
directed to the commission, which the Redeemer gave te his first wit- 
_ hesses here on earth, when he tells them in the gospel of St. Mark - 
* Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature; — 
he that believeth and is baptized, shall be saved, he that believeth not 
shalt be condemned, or in that enlarged form of the same commission, — 
which we read in the gospel of St. Matthew : ‘* Go ye and teach all — 
_ nations, or, make all nations my disciples, by baptising them in the 
name of the Father, the Sonand the ti 


this the message, which the minister Christ shall 
to every creature, is styledin our language the gospel. This 


oly Ghost, and teach themto 
WHATSOEVER: have commanded you ; and am with 


of Saxon origin,means good tidings—it thereforeexpresses what 


the Apostles of our Lord called ‘evangelion; and this name. they 
bestowed on a!l thedoctrines of Christ. A prominent feature ofthese ~ 
doctrines is, that Christ declares the writings of the Old and New 
T estament to be ad divine origin, and that the an and the ‘sien 
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Christ, he would not be a faithful steward. 


have spoken of him. For he says unto his disciples’ after his resur. 


ection, according to St. Luke: ** These are the words, whieh I have 
spoken unto you, while Iwas yet with you, that all things must be ful- 


_ filled which were written in the Law of Moses and in the Prophets 


andin the Psalms concerning me.” And tothe multitude at lies he 


had declared long before his sufferings, according to the aliitione of 


St. John : ‘* Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think, ye have — 


_ eternal life, and they are they, which testify of me.’ If therefore any 
_man, calling himself a minister of Jesus Christ should declare, that 
_ we as Christians have no concern with the Old ‘Testament, and: that 
_ it contains no reference and no prophecies: concerning the Saviour, 
_ sucha one would be guilty of denying, what his instructions command 
__ him to affirm, and he could not be called a faithful minister of Christ, 


-Againy the sum ofall the doctrines of Jesus is called, as I before — 
observed, the gospel, or in other words, glad tidings for all mankind, — 
The commission ofa minister of this gospel cammands him to make 


men the disciples of Jesus by baptizing them in the name of the Fa- | 
ther, the Son andthe Holy Ghost, and to teach them to keep, whatso- 
evér he has commanded us. If we inquire, why the christian doc- 
trines are called glad tidings, the answer is to be sought for in the 


individual declarations and promises which the gospel contains. 


the Saviour has declared, ‘* that he came to seek and save that 
- whech was lost,” and as he intends that this portion of his - doctrine 
also, shall be made known to every creature, that is, to every man, it 
follows, that the christian minister shall set forth to his people, that — 
- man is lost by nature, but that Jesus Christ came into the world, to 


save sinners, who sincerely repent. ‘The Apostles, convinced ofthe | 
tance of this part of their commission, showed unto their hear- 


ers, that man had erred and strayed from the service of his:Maker, — 


and had given himself up to the service ofsinand of the world. St. 
Paul, for instance, describes the wretched situation of a man before 


_heis saved by the gospel of Christ, and the means which it affords, — 


by setting forth his own experience in that state. “He calls man, in 


_as far as he is infected with sin and depravity, and as far as this de- 


pravity is the fountain of sin inhim, flesh or carnal. +‘ Iamcarnal, 


_ says he, sold under sin, for that, which Ido, I allow not, for what I 
would, thatdo I not, but what Thate, that dol. To willis present 


with me, but how to perform that which is gcod, I find not ; for the 
that I would, but the evil, which I would not, that Ido.” 
hen he speaks of the blessed effects, which the gospel produceth, " 


“he Says : «This i is a faithful saying andis worthy of all acceptation, 

that Christ Jesus came.into the world, to save sinners, of whom I am — 

chief.” If therefore a minister would .the background this 
lo 


part of the commission, which evidently ngs to ihe gospel of 


But if we further inquire, ‘whether-we meet “the with 


more detailed account of the manner in which the salvation of Christ 
is effected, than merely the general declaration that Christ came to 
geek and save that which is lost ? I unhesitatingly answer, that we are 


not leftin the dark-on that subject, and that the gospel of Christ 


_ speaks in the most explicit terms ofthe manner, in which the salva- 
tion ofthe sinner is effected. The Saviour says : Tam the goo 
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| shepherd, tre good shepherd givet his life Sor the sheep.” And in 
the institution of the Eucharist as related by St. Matthew and Luke 


he states: ‘* This is my body, which is given for you, do this in re- 
membrance of me.” And, ‘this is my blood of the New Testament, 


which is shed for many, forthe remission of sins.’’ This portion of 


the christian doctrines the Apostles taught and enforced in the strong- 


est language ; and I might add, in innumerable passages of their dis- 
courses and epistles, St. Paul says to the Romans: ‘' God commend- 
eth his love towards us in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us; much more then being gustified by his blood, we shailbe saved 


from wrath through him. For if, when we were enemies,we were re- 


conciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, 


we -shall-be-saved by hislife.” Again, in the same epistle theApos- 
tle says: ** We have all sinned, and come short of the glory of God, 
being justified freely by his grace through the redemption which is in 


Christ Jesus, whom Giod has set forth to be a propitiation through 


faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins — 
that a:epast.”? By these and hundreds of other passages of the New — 
'Testament;it is clearly shewn, that the death of Christ took placefor — 


- the remission of sins, as an atonement made in our stead, that God 
- might be just, and the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus. I 


shall not now dwell on the salutary effects, on the consolation and the 
satisfaction, which the believer in his Saviour continually derives — 
from this fandamental article of the christian religion, but content _ 
_ myself with this remark, that, whosever takes this doctrine fromthe 
christian’s creed, disturbs his peace of mind, clouds his passage 
from the valley of the shadow of death, and destroys every founda-— 


tion of his happiness in this present world as well as in that to come. 


-Eluman reason itself, if rightly applied to this doctrine, not only can | 
_ find no inconsistency in the same, but has to approve of it, as itis — 


set forth in the scriptures. Kant, an eminent philosopher of the last 
century, expresses himself thus en this point in one of his works :— 


‘Whatever may have been the circumstances under which the sinner 


began his course of piety, and however uniformly correct his deport- 
ment may be, still, previously to his change, he lived in sin, and the 


guilt THEN contracted, he cannot possibly ever wash away. The fact, — 


that he after his change contracts no new debts, will never pay off the 


old ones. Nor-can he, however holy his walk, ever do more, thanhe 
4s bound to do; for he is under the constant obligation, to exert himself 7% 


to the utmost of his ability, in the service of his God.” Is it under 
_ such circumstances possible, that he who deprives the christian reli- 

gion, by his manner of opposing it, of one ofits greatest consolations, 
of the very corner stone on which the whole building rests, can be 
Called a faithfulsteward of Jesus.Christ? | 


commission of the Saviour, which he gave to his disciples, 


_ also states, in the most explicit terms, that the benefits offered to man 
_ through the gospel are bottomed on the condition of faith, ‘*He that 
believeth and is baptized, shall be saved, but he that believeth not, 
_ shall be condemned.” Hence the disciples of our Lord, who first 
_ proclaimed the glad tidings of salvation te man, make it a principal 

_ pointin their epistles and diseourses to impress the necessity of sav- 
ing faith upon their hearers and et eas Of Paul it is said, 
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that he testified both to the Jews and also to the Greeks, repentance 
towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.. To the Ephesians 
he says: pray, that Christ may dwell in your hearts sy FAITH.” 
To the Galatians: ‘‘In Jesus Christ, neither circumciston or.uncir- 
cumcision availeth any thing, but faith, which worketh by love.” _ 
_ John says in his first epistle: “‘ This is God’s commandment, that 
we should belseve in the name of his Son Jesus Christ,.and love one 
another.” Thus the Apostles of our Lord acted in conformity to 
the commission which they had received, proclainiing toall mankind, 
‘the that believeth shall be saved, but he, that believeth not, shall.be 
-damned.”” Whoever therefore will be @ faithful minister and ambas- § 
_ gador of Jesus Christ must set forth repentance: towards God, and §& 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, as that wliich is most profitable .for _§ 
christians, ifhe shall be able to apply what Paul says of his own per- 
son: I am free from the blood of all nten;’i. c. if you are not saved, 
itis not my fault, since! have preached to you repentance towards» 
God, and faith in the Saviour Jesus Christ: fae ee 
_ In the instruction, which the Redeemer gave to his disciples, he 
also assures them and their successors, that he would be with them, 
even unto the end of the world. ‘This blessed promise he has per- 
formed from the establishment of the christian religion to the pres-— 
ent day. Never would they, whom he had chosen to be his first 
witnesses on earth, have been able to plant christian congregations, 
- never would christian churches, when established, have been able | 
to stand the attacks of their powerful and insidious foes, if he, who ~ 
_ is the head of his church, had not vouchsafed by-his power and 
providence, to protect it:against the strength and stratagems of its — 
enemies. For the space of 300 years, Jesus Christ conducted his 
church through every: persecution, and the blood of thousands of 
martyrs became the seed of the church. In the Roman Empire, 
which extended ever large portions of Asia, Africa and Europe, the — 
heathen temples were forsaken, and Jesus the crucified was ac- 
‘knowledged by the majority of its inhabitants as the Saviour of sin- 
ners; so that, at last; policy induced the princes of the earth to 
_ change their hostility’towards the disciples of the Redeemer and to 
* profess themselves christians, And here we again behold a strong 
proof of the fact, that no human power or human wisdom had pre- 
served the church through the ages” of persecution; for no sooner 
hadthe Prince, who seated himself on.the throne of the Czsars by 
means of for the christians, professed to be a follower 
of Jesus of Nazareth, no sooner had the power and splendour’ of the 
world arrayed themselves on the side of the poor and hitherto unpro- 
tected disciples of the Saviour, when pride, arrogance,. dissension, 
heresies, ignorance and superstition began to exercise their baneful 
influence over the church, and almost effected, what 300 years of — 
_ the severest persecution could ‘not. effect, viz: the corruption and 
_ ruin of the church. But he, who had said, that the gates of hell 
_ should not prevail againstit, he, who had promised his disciples, — 
that he would be with themunto the end of the world, did not for- 
sake his church in those days of peril; but after having sliewn by 
the finger of history, that no earthly power, no emperor, no kings. 
with their mighty armies,. could dethrone the man, who had exalted 
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himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped, so that 
he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is 
God, he brought back the simplicity of his gospel by means of that. 
great Reformer, who, relying on the protection of Providence alune, 
overcame a power, before which the arm of mighty monarchs had 
been paralized: In our own days, when the spirit of infidelity had 
made fearful inroads into the christian church, when the believer in 
the simple truths of the gospel, as they are revealed in the word of 
God, was pointed out by the finger of scorn as an obscurant and ~ 
hypocrite, we have seen, through the spread of the word of God by 
means of Bible and Missionary Societies, the cause of Christ tri- - 


-. that the word of the cross is still the power of God unto salvation, | 
to every one that believeth. These hints, taken from the history of 
the christian church, sufficiently prove, that the Saviour has punc- 
tually fulfilled the promise he gave to his Apostles, and that he has 
watched with providential care over the preservation and welfare of 
hischurch. But if he shall exercise this Providence over a church, — 
which is extending ever the whole world, if he shall be with his 
church unto the end ofdays, he must be omnipresent, omniscientand _ 
- omnipotent ; it follews therefore, that he does possess the attributes _ 

_ of omnipresence, omniscience and omnipotence, But these attri- 

butes belong only toGod. Christ thereforeis God, and has declar- 

_ ed himself so by that very promise which he gave unto his disciples, — 
=» when he commissioned them to preach the gospel. And this doc- — 
-‘trine of the Divinity of our Saviour, the Apostles manfully maintained | 
= and defended, agreeable to the knowledge, which they had received — 
_ Of it from Christ himself. It:would lengthen this discourse beyond 

_ suitable bounds, were I to quote the many passages, in which these 
disciples of our Saviour set forth, that the word, which in the begin- 
ning was with God, and was God, was madeflesh and dwelt 

us, and how they shewed, that in Christ dwelleth all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily ; it would also be needless, since Christ has 
pointed himself out as possessing the character and the attributes of 
God, when he empowered his.Apostles to preach the gospel toev- — 
ery creature, as I have before observed. -W-ould we, therefore, be — 
faithful stewards of Christ, and faithful-ministers of the gospel, we 
have to direct our hearers to honor the Son, as they honor the Fa- 


has assumed himself, we act contrary to-our instructions, and can- 
not be faithful embassadors and stewards of Christ. 
_ Brethren of the ministry! I have deemed it my duty to lay before — 


desire to be found faithful Stewards on the great day ef account; we 
all wish, to be able to say, at the close of our ministry, what St. 
Paul could say to the Elders of the church of Ephesus, when he saw 
them for the lasttime: I am pure from the blood of all men, for I 
have not shunned to declare unto you all the ‘counsel of God. 1 
am convinced, there is not one in our number who would wish to 
lead the souls entrusted to his care, wilfully from the simplicity of © 
“the gospel. “ 


umphant, manifestly declaring to a gainsaying and rebellious world, — ae | 


we do it not, if we say, that his dignity is.inferior to that which he $$ 


you these serious and important reflections. — Lhavenodoubt, weall = = | a 


* 
< 


‘But my beloved Brethren! have we suficiently examined the doc- 
— uments which contain our instruction, or are we sometimes consid- 
fF ering prominent and important features thereof'as being of little val- 
gf ue? or are we tempted to mingle the wisdom of this world with the 
_ gg wisdom of God? Should any of us be inclining to trust rather to 
, a) the philosophy of the world, than to the wisdom of the Most High, 
| should any of us suppose, that human reason ts able to judge the — 
oh doctrines of the Saviour, and>that all things concerning religion 
and the spiritual world, as they are contained in the Scriptures, are 
ff to pass this ordeal, [ would affectionately intreat that brother to con- 
ig sider his own person, how mysteriously framed, how wonderful the | 
7 =86©6©6©—-——«saaniion of soul and body ; | would beseech him to look into the myste- 
7 rious book of creation, and direct his wondering eye to the firma- 
ae _ ment. Canst thou bind the sweet influences of the Pleiades, or — 
loose thebands of Orion? Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his 
oF season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his Sons? Again di- 
a rect your thoughts tothe earth, look upon all the animals, which have 
_beencreated, and which your eye beholdeth, is your reason deep 
ff enough to explain for what purposes so many reptiles, insects and _ 
a is worms have been brought into existence, which experience finds in- 
| @ _jurious and destructive toman? Will you on that account impugn 
Ff the wisdem of omnipotence, because you and I cannot with our 
| gf weak reason develope, for what purposes they have been brought — 
ae Inte being? Should not such reflections on the mysteries of nature 
‘Induce us to coriclude, that we ought to expect also to find mysteries 
gf in the divine plan of redemption, when we sce that the thoughts of 
fi ‘Omnipotence are every where as high above our thoughts, as the 
heavens are‘ above theearth? Brethren! let us seriously consider, 
@ that as ambassadors and ministers of Jesus Christ we are bound to 
_bring his message and not our own to mankind, that we are amena-— 
Hi : ble to that tribunal, before which we shall be judged according fo 
the faithfulness which we shall have shewn in. doing our Master’s 
work. And since we can learn his will from the instructions he has 


x. 


given us, let us faithfully set forth unto our hearers, that the word | 
of God of the Old and New Testament containeth the doctrine of 
life and peace: let us not neglect to remind our hearers of the divine 
truth, that we all have gone astray like sheep, that as prodigal chil- 

- dren we have left our heavenly Father’s house, but that: the Re- 

_ deemer calls upon us to lay down the weapons of rebellion, that he _ 
- Invites us to take upon ourselves his yoke, which is easy, and his 
burden, which is light ; let us exhort them to seek pardon for their 
__ rebellion, through the atonement which Jesus has made for our sins 
* py his death on the cross; let us entreat them to receive him as the | 
_ physician of their souls; to place their confidence, faith, and hope, 
~In_him alone for salvation ; fx Bacopt the spiritual_medicine which 
he offers in his word, and to fellow the spiritual diet which he pre-— 
scribes ; let us assure them that in placing our confidence in Jesus, 

- we rely not on any mortal arm for salvation, but on him, who by his 
omniscience, omnipresence, and omnipotence, has guided his church 
so that the gates of hell have not prevailed against it; on him, who, 
while he directs the concerns of his church by his divine power, 
proves himself also the good shepherd of every individual sheep of 
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— flock, and who hes promised, that if we drink of the waters of 
“ tife which he will give unto us, and if we labour for that Spiritual | 
meat which endureth unto everlasting life, we shall never hunger — 
and never thirst. By so doing, we shall he found faithful stewards ~ 


of Christ, in the midst of much weakness and infirmity, and shall 
be acknowledged mi him as his servants before the angele of God. 


AMEN. 
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Revised Statute of New-York, concerning Marriages. 
ii. page 138, 


CHAPTER Vil TITLE 


SEc. TION 4. ig, so far as its validity i in law is concerned, 
shall continue in this state a civil contract, to which the consent of 
_ parties, capable in law of contracting, shall be essential. ie 
§2, Every male who shall have attained the full age of: seventeen 


years, and every female who shalt have attained the full age of wee © a 


teen ears, sliall be capable, in law, of contracting marriage. 


. For the purpose of being registered and authenticated ac- a oe 


cording to the provisions of this Title, marriages shall be solemniz- — 
ed only by the following persons: _ : 
1. Ministers of the gospel and priests of every denomination : “a 
2. Mayors, recorders, and aldermen of cities : and 

3. Judges of the county courts, and justices of the peace. 

) 9. When solemnized by a minister or priest, the ceremony oF 
marriage shall be according to the forms and customs of the Ehorcit 
or society to which he belongs, &c. &c. In every case, there shall 
be at least one witness, besides the minister or mpagistinty; present 
at the ceremony. 
§ 10. It shall be the duty of every 8 priest, or magistrate; ' 
required to solemnize a marriage, to ascertain, 


T. The christian and surnames of the parties ; their r respective ‘ages = 


_ and places of residence; and their profession, trade or occupation : 


2. The names and places of residence of two of the attesting wit- __ 


nesses, if more than one be present; and if not, the name and place 
of residence, of such witness: ° 


He shall enter the facts so ascertained, ‘and the day ‘on which of 


‘such marriage was solemnized, in a book to be kept se, ‘him for that 
Purpose. 
§ 11. Ifeither of the vaities hatin whom the matriage is to be 
solemnized, shall not be personally known to him, the minister or — 
Magistrate shall require Resi: of the identity of such party, by the 
Oath of some person known to him ; which oath, any- ‘magistr ate is 
hereby authorised to administer. 
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his- knowledge, any legal i 


~~ by the oath of a 


appeared no lawful impediment to such — : and it shall be 


* 


pinister or magistrate who shall solemnize a marri 
age, where either of the parties, within his knowledge, shall be under 
the age of legal consent, or an idiot or lunatic ; or to which, within 


mpediment exists, shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, punishable by fine or. imprisonment, or both, in 


4 the discretion of the court by which he shall be tried. 


§ 13. Whenever a marriage shall have been solemnized within 


this state, pursuant to this Title, the minister or magistrate by whom 


the marriage was solemnized, shall furnish on request, to either par- 


_ ty, a certificate thereof, specifying, 


1. The names, ages, and places of residence of the parties mar. 


ried, and their trade, profession, or occupation ; and that they were 


known to such minister or te, or were satisfactorily proved. 


person known to him, to be the persons ribed 
ia euch certificate : 


| The name and place of residence of the attesting witness or 
witnesses : and, 

3. The time and place of such marriage : 

The certificate shall also state, that after due enqui 


uiry made, 


signed by the person making it. sa 


_ Note. —The Revised Statutes, as far as they relate to the i incorpo 
ration of Churches, directed to be inserted .in this appendix, have 
not published. 
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